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Incendiary Art by Patricia Smith Poet Patricia Smith is not messing around. She starts her powerful

Lori B.

and brilliantly written new book of poems with the truth about the
murder of Emmett Till. And as it should do, it made me cringe and
flinch away from the brutal truth. She circles back to Till's murder and
its context several times as she examines violence against African
American bodies. By the end of the book, she is thinking of her own
father, murdered, and addresses a long Elegy to him. Smith's writing
makes use of oral spoken word forms, and embellishes it with all the
poetic strategies. Each poem is packed with sound and
political/personal/social significance. It's hard to read, but it should be
because of its subjects.

Christmas Bells by Jennifer
Chiaverini

The chapters alternate between 1860 Massachusetts, Henry
Dorothy B.
Wadsworth Longfellow's family circle broken with loss, tragedy and
Civil War hardship and a present day dedicated teacher in Boston
tested by strife. The common denominator here is the Christmas
Bells poem that evokes joy. A difficult read, more than once I almost
put it down...TMI, and too many extended character lives. A must
read for someone that wants details leading to the Civil War.

An Amish Heirloom by Clipston, This book contains 4 separate stories by 4 different authors. It was
enjoyable.
Wiseman, Fuller, Irvin

Susan K.

How to Marry a Cowboy by
Carolyn Brown

A widowed cowboy with young twin girls has a woman fleeing from
an ex show up on his front porch after an accident. The maneuvers
the girls pull to convince them they make a great couple and their
perfect mom makes for an amusing story.

Deb R.

The Maverick Cowboy by Kate
Pearce

A Marine getting out after 12 years comes back to the family ranch
Deb R.
and the transition and many changes for him and others make for an
interesting read.

Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea
Beaty

This is a great book. It, along with others by this author, encourage
elementary age girls in STEM areas (science, technology,
engineering, and math.) They encourage children to not give up
when their first try at something does not go as planned and
encourage caregivers to allow for creativity and for our little ones to
explore their interests.

Bulls Island by Dorothea Benton Very fun summer read based in South Carolina. A family trying to
mend back together. Great story.
Frank

Christy H.

Teresa G.
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Flowers for Algernon by Daniel
Keyes

This fiction brought us through the journal of a mentally challenged
Crystal S.
man who received a scientific experimental surgery to "fix" his brain.
I found the diary style of the story to be very interesting. At the
beginning of the book, before the surgery, we trudge through his life
with him through his eyes and his simplistic, fuzzy mind. The
knowledge he gains is remarkable, and the memories he recalls as
his brain becomes stronger are heartbreaking. This was a touching
story that pulled me in fully.

The Western Star by Craig
Johnson

You'd think a train full of Wyoming sheriffs would be a safe place. Or Robert K.
maybe not.

Atomic Lobster by Tim Dorsey

A strange cast of characters take a cruise to hell.

Robert K.

Gator-a-go-go by Tim Dorsey

Serge A. Storms takes an insane adventure to Florida.

Robert K.

No Man's Land by David
Baldacci

The search is on for the truth about the disappearance of John
Pullen's mother 30 years ago.

Robert K.

The Last Good Cowboy by Kate
Pearce

Another in the family series. This one about the twin who decided he Deb R.
had enough of the rodeo life and tried to figure out where he fits in at
the running of the family ranch. Well written as all in the series have
been!

Backfire by Catherine Coulter

A Chinese spy and a crazy ex-con both try to take out a judge and
family members of an FBI agent who they had a grudge against.
How they are identified and brought down is a suspenseful thriller.

Read Between the Lines by
Jenelle Evans

This was a good book. I've watched Teen Mom 2 for several years
Shelli H.
now, but until I read this book, I didn't know about Jenelle's past with
drugs and abusive relationships. I'm super glad that she's a good
mom and a good wife. I wish her luck in her future with David,
friends, family, and most importantly, her kids.

The Buried giant by Kazuo
Ishiguro

A bit of science fiction -- a bit misty -- an older couple on their way to Evelyn L.
find a son that's been gone for many years -- not sure where he is or
where they're going.

Underground Railroad by
Colson Whitehead

An interesting novel about slavery in America. Because it was so
Evelyn L.
inaccurate about the actual "Underground railroad" I definitely
couldn't find it historically educative. Made me wonder if any of it was
based on true facts.

The last time I Lied by Riley
Sager

This is a very fast read. I couldn't put it down. It was a little
predictable in a few places but I loved the characters!

Deb R.

Angie N.
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This Side of Murder by Anna Lee England, 1919 - Verity Kent's grief over the loss of her husband
becomes more piercing when a letter comes accusing her husband
Huber

Sharron H.

Wait for Dark by Kay Hooper

In Clarity, N.C. residents are scared. Seemingly random accidents
have taken several citizens! Not coincidences - plainly murder. The
only clue is a note given to each victim 24 hours before they die.
"Wait for Dark". A special crimes unit is called to investigate. Then
one team member is targeted. Who is this maniac and how to stop
him? Don't read at night alone!

Sharron H.

Eyes on You by Kate White

Robin Trainer is fighting to regain her career. She's now co host of
an entertainment show and author of a hot new bestseller. But who
doesn't want her to succeed? Mean tricks turn to threats. Try to
figure out who will stop at nothing to see her death revealed. Good
book!

Sharron H.

Dakota Dusk by Lauraine
Snelling

Last in a series, this is about the brother who treated others badly
and got drunk enough he left his cigar burning which caused the
death of his wife and mother. How he found forgiveness in a town
that lost several buildings to wildfire is a compelling story.

Deb R.

Final Girls by Riley Sager

Great slasher Thriller.

Matt S.

Anansi Boys by Neil Gaiman

Finale is weird but interesting.

Matt S.

The Basement Quilt by Ann
Hazelwood

; You will get familiar with friends and family of florist Anne. Anne
learns family secrets while learning to quilt with her aunt, trying to
understand how things happen when they're not looking. This sets
the theme for other books in this Colebridge Community series of
novels.

Dorothy B.

of treason! Lured to Umbersea Island for an engagement party for
her husband's best friend, Verity mingles w/men her husband fought
with in the war. Who hates him (even dead) enough to frame him or
did Verity not know him as well as she thought? Good Book w/a bit
of history.

A Colebridge Quilted Christmas As the people of the community come together for a quilt show at the Dorothy B.
depot, the story binds people together much like blending layers of a
by Ann Hazelwood
quilt.

A Cowboy Christmas Miracle by The Texas version of the Hatfield and McCoy feud, and two people
who are tired of it and brave enough to take action to get it to end.
Caroline Brown
Very interesting!

Deb R.
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Dakota Dream by Lauraine
Snelling

A girl’s passage from Norway paid as a joke against his stepbrother
brings many unexpected developments. Little turns out as expected
but much good happens. Very good!

Harmony House by Ruth Hay

Christian fiction about women's relationships. A good read about 7
Judy W.
women with common problems and how they work together to solve
them.

Hidden by Vannetta Chapman

A good mystery involving Homeland Security workers. Keeps you
guessing and thinking throughout.

Judy W.

Love on Assignment by Cara
Lynn James

A good historical fiction book.

Evelyn L.

Family Linen by Lee Smith

Airs a family's dirty secrets. Wasted my time reading it.

Evelyn L.

Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty These are the little white lies we tell that can have serious

Deb R.

Evelyn L.

consequences. In this case -- a murder to be dealt with.

Raspberry Danish Murder by
Joanne Fluke

Most recent book in this series. Best one yet.

Small Great Things by Jodi
Picoult

I have not read a Jodi Picoult book for years and merely chose this
Christy H.
book by the author. I had no idea what it was about. I struggled to
keep reading because of the subject matter. It was an about an
extreme case of racism told from a black lady's point of view. The
struggle for me was that was written by a wealthy white woman. She
made some very good points at the end that even though we don't
believe we are racist and that we "don't see color," there is still
inequality. She wrote in the epilogue that she did extensive research
and interviews, but I still don't know if she has the knowledge needed
to write this book.I did finish it though, the resolution and ending
were a little more predictable than in the other books of hers that I've
read.

Banana Cream Pie Murder by
Joanne Fluke

A fun mystery with lots of recipes included.

Iced Under by Barbara Ross

A necklace worth millions arrives in a box with no return address or Deb R.
info telling who sent it. It sets the daughter on a search for family
assumed lost years ago. One mystery follows another until it's finally
solved and the necklace can be sold to repair an old family legacy.

Susan K.

Susan K.
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Fogged Inn by Barbara Ross

A man’s body is left in a restaurant cooler after closing. The mystery Deb R.
of who he was and how he got there involves a 40-year-old fire that
he was seeking revenge for. Keeps you guessing to the very end!

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik
Backman

This was a heartwarming book about a grumpy old man after losing Crystal S.
the love of his life (the only person who truly understood him) to
cancer. It describes the events that led him to be the man he was,
and develops into a story of healing and newfound friendship with his
neighbors. A story of love, loss and unexpected friendships--this
book can't help but soften your heart!

The Cowboys Christmas Baby
by Caroline Brown

Returned vet thinks he's surprising the woman he wooed for 11
months over the internet. He gets a bigger surprise when he finds
she has a 3-month old son. How they both adjust to the realities of
ranch life and become a blended family is fun to read.

Deb R.

SIX by M.M Vaughan

It’s cool.

Christopher A.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by
Betty Smith

Awesome book.

Teresa G.

New Moon by Stephenie Meyer

This book was a lot of the same throughout the book, however it
Robyn L.
captured someone going through depression and shed some light on
how hard it really is.

Just In Time by Marie Bostwick

What a cast of characters! Find out why being in love with your best
friend is the best thing that can ever happen, and how friends really
help each other. Enjoyable read.

Dorothy B.

Diana F.
My grandmother asked me to tell Lovely book about the importance of relationships -- and the
permission to be yourself. Backman weaves a wonderful story told
you she's sorry by Fredrik
from the eyes of a 7 year old girl, Elsa. It is primarily the relationship
Backman
between Elsa and her grandmother. Granny teaches her
granddaughter about life through the use of a made-up fairy tale
world which we learn is based on reality. Granny is very eccentric
and lovable. You fall in love with Elsa.

The Mermaid Chair by Sue Monk A tale of self discovery of a middle aged woman who grapples with Dorothy B.
tension of desire and the conventional life of a long marriage. This is
Kidd
an unusual story, yet makes me want to see the film adaptation.
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Roller girl by Victoria Jamieson

Astrid was planing to be great at roller derby but she ended up
having to be pulled out because she was a beginner.

Prince Life & Times by Jason
Drayer

It was an excellent book to read. Especially if you are a "Prince" fan. Loreatta H.

Eagles, Dragonflies by Lynn
M.Stone Patrick Marrick

Eagles eat prey and give some to their babies. Dragonflies don't hurt Nick G.
people.

Blackmoore by Julianne
Donaldson

Next door neighbors fall in love after being friends for years in 1800
England. How they fought many obstacles to overcome those
wanting to keep them apart.

Dakota December & Dakota
Destiny by Lauraine Snelling

Two well-written books about life in the early 1900s. The second has Deb R.
a life-long friend going off to WW1 after professing his love but not
proposing but promising he will on his return. He ends up missing
and presumed dead but his girlfriend never gives up hope of his
return.

The secret Holocaust Diaries
The untold story of Nonna
Bannister by Nonna Bannister
with Denise George and Carolyn
Tomlin

What an amazing book! Nonna Bannister was a gifted young
Dora W.
Russian girl from a loving, warm, and wealthy family. Caught up in
the horror of World War II, she watched everything and everyone she
knew and loved disintegrate before her eyes. Yet Nonna
miraculously survived, with her faith intact and her secret diaries
hidden away, known only to her until recently. What is most
astonishing to me was Nonna's lack of bitterness and hatred for the
perpetrators of the savagery she witnessed--possible only with divine
forgiveness, I'm sure, but still difficult to imagine.

Musseled Out by Barbara Ross

A clambake competitor winds up dead under a boat. How the murder Deb R.
mystery is solved keeps you guessing to the end.

Remembrance by Danielle Steel A heartbreaking story of Serena and her life. Could not put down!

Hannah G.

Deb R.

Kyla J.

Blue Ridge Setup by Kimberly
Rae

Girl on missionary work sent back to US due to illness. While staying Deb R.
with her aunt she meets part-time minister and he offers the support
and love she needs to survive the surprises and the misadventures
they encounter.

The Alice Network by Kate
Quinn

In the aftermath of World War II, Charlie is thrown together with a
female spy from the previous war in a risky journey to locate
disappeared figures from the past. Unsolved mysteries and cryptic
riddles pop up in this adventurous read. The adventures are messy,
non-formulaic and not so black and white, which makes this book a

Dora W.

2018 Adult SRP Book Reviews

Book

Review

Submitted by

must read.

Black Mad Wheel by Josh
Malerman

Good, weird book.

Abit S.

The Great Alone by Kristin
Hannah

Good book about surviving nature and you own family.

Abit S.

Going off script by Giuliana
Rancic

I loved this book so much. I read it three times. I'm honestly happy
Shelli H.
that she wrote this book. Its very funny and informative about her life
and family. I love books like this.

Love Without Limits by Nick
Vujicic

Wonderful follow up to the book Life Without Limits. This is a true
story about Nick, born without arms or legs. Nick shares about his
times of loneliness and his fears that no one would be able to love
him romantically the way that he is. It's also about him trusting God
in this area of his life and his story of how he ended up with the love
of his life. Very inspiring.

The Little Stranger by Sarah
Waters

I read this book out of curiosity. The movie based upon the book is
Kandy C.
being released soon; and, after seeing the trailer, I could not wait to
see exactly what the movie entails. After beginning the book, I was
up until 2:00 and 3:00 in the morning more than once, reading, not
able to put the book down. This book is so well-written, I am amazed.
I definitely recommend it to anyone, particularly those who plan to
see the movie. It is an edge-of-your-seat thriller. The reader will find
him/herself lost in the world of the book.

Radium Girls by Kate Moore

Oh my gosh, an amazing true story of girls employed to paint watch Anel M.
dials with radium so the numbers would glow in the dark. Many of
you probably remember those watches / clocks that were
luminescent. It tells how the girls were poisoned by lipping the
brushes, how the company denied the adverse health effects the
girls suffered, and the trials the girls endured trying to get restitution.

The Glass Castle by Jeannette
Walls

A really good story of a girl in a dysfunctional family. The father talks Anel M.
big, but is all talk and no action. An alcoholic. He keeps promising
bigger and better things to his family / little girl, but it never pans out.
Finally, as she grows up, she realizes this about her dad. She's
saddened, but loves him for who he is.

City of Bones (#1) by Clare,
Cassandra

Teen/ Adult Sci/Fantasy novel about a race of people with special
powers. 3.5 stars

Julie M.

Joy E.
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The President is Missing by Bill
Clinton & James Patterson

Much better than I thought it would be. Well paced thriller. It was
worth the read. I hope they collaborate on another novel. 4 stars

Joy E.

The Perfect Couple by Elin
Hilderbrand

Wonderful story from the start to the finish.

Pamela C.

The great pet escape by Victoria Awesome because it's about pets escaping their classroom cage. My Sloan H.
favorite character was Biter.
Jamieson
The Pioneer Woman Black Heels Awesome book! The author shares the story of her romance & first Elizabeth A.
year of marriage with her husband. Her tale is funny & heartwarming
to Tractor Wheels by Ree
& totally relatable as she doesn't gloss over anything but gives
Drummond
readers all the "gory" details as she discusses embarrassing
moments, honeymoon disasters, & postpartum depression.

The Host by Stephenie Meyer

A Very interesting and exciting book. If I had to rate I'd give it a 5/5
Stars!

Mercedes W.

Christmas memories by N/A

Wonderful Book!

Donna M.

The Chosen by Chaim Potok

This book gave fascinating insight into the world of Jewish people
during and after the war. The ending left me hanging, but it was
enjoyable and educational listening

carolyn J.

Huckleberry Harvest by Jennifer Jennifer Beckstrand’s Amish novels add a twist of humor and
surprise that I really enjoy. I hope to read her whole series. I've also
Beckstrand

Carolyn J.

Super fast trains and Steam
Smoke and Steel by Patrick
O'Brien and Mark Dubowski

Nick G.

enjoyed Huckleberry Hill and am reading the third one in the series.
Trains go on rails. Trains carry people, coal and oil.

The Guests on South Battery by A psychic realtor's client inherits a very old house. How they solve
the mystery of why she inherits it is a breathtaking mystery.
Karen White

Deb R.

Little Fires Everywhere by
Celeste Ng

This book about how people's lives are intertwined is a must-read. It
starts with no introduction; the reader is immediately a part of the
characters' lives and must watch as they make one poor decision
after another that will ultimately change their otherwise "perfect"
lives. An easy read but still thought-provoking.

Christy H.

Man Called Ove by Fredrik
Backman

A comical and heartwarming story of the crankiest man in the
Dorothy B.
neighborhood. Something inside a man goes to pieces when he has
to bury the only person who ever understood him. Grief can be a
strange thing.
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Charlotte by Virginia Taylor

Born on the wrong side of the blanket, she tricks a titled man to
marry her so she can launch her cousin into a successful
relationship. How they both learn what's really important in order to
have a happy life.

On Turpentine Lane by Elinor
Lipman

A fun, light-hearted book.The main character, Faith, writes thank you Anel M.
notes for a school, has a boyfriend, Stuart, who is 40ish w/o a job,
who wanders the USA to soul search. She confides in a co-worker,
who recently broke up with his girlfriend. She also finds a photo
album in her attic with disturbing pictures of dead babies. Some
twists and turns along the way make a fun read.

London Dawn by Murray Pura

Last book of a trilogy. Enjoyed it.

Susan K.

Fifty fifty by James Patterson

Detective Harriet Blue’s anger leads her to the outback and a
terrifying assignment while she tries to deal with the case of her
brother Sam who is charged with the serial murders of three girls.

Robert K.

From Here to Eternity: Traveling Book about how different cultures view and deal with death.
Tastefully done.
the World to Find the Good
Death by Dought, Caitlin

Deb R.

Joy E.

The Moon Is Down by John
Steinbeck

Fast paced with incredible dialogue. An important piece in our history Susana J.
- and that of the world's. Used as propaganda for the Allied Forces
during WW2, the novel presents a realistic perspective on life as
victims of war from both sides. Incredibly provoking, at times funny,
and overall beautifully executed. An important reminder for those
who love freedom.

The Screwtape Letters by C.S.
Lewis

Eerie and altogether too realistically scary. C.S. Lewis presents
Susana J.
letters from a mentor to a tempter trying to win over the soul of a
mortal. Incredibly intuitive - as usual C.S. Lewis displays an uncanny
knowledge of people and of our human weaknesses. It will definitely
lead to some self evaluation. The epistle is easy and fast moving, it
gives the feeling of intimacy with the information. The characters
emotions are tangible. Great read!

The Marriage Agreement by
Renee Ryan

A man whose mother had him out of wedlock has made his way from Deb R.
nothing to great wealth but feels he can't marry and pass along the
bad blood he feels he inherited from his lethargic dad. How a woman
who loves him manages to change his mind is an inspirational read.

Diary of a wimpy kid by Jeff

This book was awesome! It included a awesome experience to this

Hannah G.
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Kinney

book. I hope I can read more books like this!

Super fast trains a True book of
trains by Mark Dubowski

Train carry people. Trains carry oil and coal.

Starling by Virginia Taylor

Hired to pretend to be his wife for two weeks to make his sister stop Deb R.
trying to get him married, a guy finds he's got much more than he
expects in this woman. The twists and turns make this an interesting
read!

Edenbrooke by Julianne
Donaldson

In old England a twin is invited to the family home of the man her
Deb R.
sister professes to love. She meets him without knowing who he is
and the misadventures they encounter while falling in love makes for
an exciting read.

The Perfect Couple by Elin
Hilderbrand

Although not classified as a mystery, this was an interesting book.

The Martian by Andy Weir

I couldn’t put this book down! Full of science/math stuff that makes
Crystal S.
you marvel at the intelligence of the bright minds that work in the
space industry. A laugh out loud funny fiction despite the deeply
serious and life-threatening situation at hand. Didn’t want this one to
end!

As Brave as You by Jason
Reynolds

Even though it was a book for teens, it gave me a view of
summertime visits with grandparents through the eyes of the
children. It was a funny book.

Judy W.

The Cast by Danielle Steel

Beginning was the typical Danielle Steel plot where reader could
figure out what was happening next. There was a couple of
surprises. Good for light summertime reading.

Judy W.

Cast of Vultures by Judith
Flanders

Book editor and amateur sleuth Samathan Clair works to solve
another mystery.

Robert K.

Rules by Cynthia Lord

This book has a very good message! It talks about how we should
Lydia G.
respect kids with disabilities! I feel like it teaches children my age
that we shouldn't be disrespectful to anyone! It also really represents
the Golden Rule: Treat others the way you would want to be treated.
This book does show that we should also make good decisions, and
be responsible for our actions! This was a totally neat book! I
recommend this book!

Tangled Webs by Irene Hannon

A cop dealing with being able to afford Alzheimer care for his wife
found a way to get money. A guy running a meth lab is blackmailing

Nick G.

Susan K.

Deb R.
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him after seeing him. How 2 people on properties where both did
their illegal activities are impacted keep you entertained to the very
end.

The Courtship of Miriam by
Donna Adee

Part 2 of Miriam's story was a little slower read. But I still enjoyed all
the references to Kansas towns and cities.

The Rumor by Elin Hilderbrand

I really enjoyed this novel. Elin managed an entertaining summer
Dora W.
read involving friendship, betrayal, and love set in Nantucket. It is
filled with sympathetic characters – teens, parents, friends – who
make bad choices until they get caught, at which point they atone.
Tying it all together, more as a gimmick than a consequence, are
rumors. Nantucket is, after all, an island. Its communities are insular,
and Hilderbrand, a local, knows them well.

Here's to Us by Elin Hilderbrand The story Here's to us is sad and brilliantly fast paced. I enjoyed

Judy W.

Dora W.

reading & getting to know the characters. I found myself having great
sympathy for a dysfunctional family. A popular television chef
Deacon Thorpe was found dead at the age of 53 from a heart attack
in his summer cottage named America Paradise on Nantucket
Island. He was married to his high school sweetheart Laurel, they
had a son Haynes Thorpe. Then Deacon married an actress Belinda
Rowe and they had a daughter Angela Thorpe. After divorcing his
wife Belinda, he married Scarlett Oliver, they had a nine year old
daughter Ellery Thorpe. All the women only shared one thing in
common, the love for the man they all married. Naturally the women
all dislike one another. But now the women must all come together in
order to see out Deacon’s final wish to have his own dysfunctional
family; wives, children and all, return to his favorite place on earth,
the idyllic eastern bluff of Nantucket. Secrets are revealed.

Beneath the Dover Sky by
Murray Pura

Very good book. The 2nd in a trilogy.

Susan K.

Sweet water by Christina Baker
Kline

After reading Orphan Train and Piece of the World, I looked for
another novel by this author. Overcome by anxiety of her routine life
in New York, Cassie returns to her family roots of Tennessee,
searching for truth of her family's past.

Dorothy B.

Leaving Jack by Gareth Crocker A classic story filled with heart! This story is a tribute to the Vietnam

Everett B.

war dogs working with American soldiers-a good read!

If not for you by Debbie
Macomber

A music teacher finally at 25 makes a move for independence from
her controlling mother, only to have a serious car accident! How the

Deb R.

2018 Adult SRP Book Reviews

Book

Review

Submitted by

male witness and she connect and come together despite obstacles
is a well written love story.

Charmed Bones by Carolyn
Haines

Entertaining. You just have to suspend reality - accept modern
witches establishing a wiccan boarding school. Of course there's
murder. And an old mansion with hidden passageways etc. Love
interest too.

The Knowledge by Martha
Grimes

Yes! Another book in the Richard Jury series. Wacky characters that Ginger H.
somehow become believable. Totally weird situations/circumstances.
Yet it all fits and is such a good time!

The Good Pilot Peter
Woodhouse by Alexander
McCall Smith

Kind of sweet. Wartime love story - with a dog. No murders. People
dealing with life's realities and thriving. Quick, easy, read.

Ginger H.

Old Black Magic by Robert B.
Parker

Typical Spencer novel. Lots of intrigue, guns, murder, double-cross,
action - And, of course, his besties; Susan and Pearl, the fickle dog.

Ginger H.

City of bones by Cassandra
Clare

Love this book have read it more then once.

Brittanie R.

Ginger H.

The Girl In the Woods by Patricia Kept your attention. Suspense. What happened all those years ago? Ginger H.
Not the obvious murder, of course. Fun to try to figure out before
MacDonald
book reveals.

In the Company of Others by Jan I had a hard time reading this book. It was hard to get into. I checked Lynn M.
it out as a book on CD. I enjoyed listening to it. I enjoy her Father
Karon
Tim books. They always make you chuckle.

Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult

Great book! Twists and turns everywhere you look! And the ending
hits you with an unexpected punch! I want to read it again knowing
what I know now! Great read!

Crystal S.

Think Big by Jennifer Arnold
and Bill Klein

I really loved being able to read about Bill and Jen's childhood. And
how hard they had it and seeing how far them and their children
have come. Such a wonderful family.

Stelli H.

Lilac Lane by Sherryl Woods

After losing her fiance in Ireland, her daughter invited her for an
extended visit to Chesapeake Bay. How she heals and develops a
relationship with the chef at the daughter's restaurant is an
interesting read.

Deb R.

Home by Harlan Coben

A kidnapping 10 years ago leads to unplanned complication and one Robert K.
boy's death.
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Hammerhead Beach Motel by
Tom Dorsey

Anything, and everything, goes on with the residents of this
beachside motel.

Robert K.

Promise Me by Harlan Coben

A promise to a teenage girl goes terribly wrong.

Robert K.

The Favorite Sister by Jessica
Knoll

This was a pretty good book. However, the beginning was sort of
slow.

Jessi D.

Leah on the Offbeat by Becky
Albertalli

The book was very good and could be emotional at times. I give it a
10/10 because of the characters and how they react to each other.
They have a romance that is unspoken and it was very interesting. I
liked this drama and hope it becomes a movie just like the first one.

Cate D.

The Proving by Joelle
Charbonneau

An inspiring book about family and forgiving.

Heather H.

To the Moon and Back by Karen Another Karen Kingsbury Christian fiction. Wonderful summer read.
Kingsbury

Judy W.

A Heart Divided by Kathleen
Morgan

Feuding families, rustling cattle and manipulation by outsiders make
for a suspenseful thriller.

Deb R.

Wired by Julie Garwood

Great book!! Kept me hooked all the way through. I loved the bond
between Allison and Liam. It makes you want a sexy FBI agent of
your own to protect you.

Adrienne P.

Diary of a Waitress by Carolyn
Meyer

Even though this book is in the young adult reader section, I wanted
to read it because of my Harvey Girl interest . The author depicts
material culture of the Midwest and southwest during the 1920s era;
well-done research on railroad history.

Dorothy B.

As Brave as You by Jason
Reynolds

Great book for youth. I read this to prepare for a reading group at our Sarah T.
school next year. This book was very entertaining and I could easily
see the story through the young boy’s eyes. Great take about
children getting to know grandparents that they haven’t spent time
with.

Ashton Park by Murray Pura

Very good. WWI Era England.

Susan K.

Blue Ridge Sunrise by Denise
Hunter

Couple who didn't make it originally when young meet up when she
inherits a peach orchard he is managing. The trials they go through
to get their happy ending make an interesting story.

Deb R.
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Life is Short (No Pun Intended)
by Jen Arnold & Bill Klein

I absolutely loved this book, although most everything in the book I
Shelli H.
had already known about because of their show, The Little Couple. I
enjoy watching and reading about the family and all of the obstacles
they have all overcome. I'm hoping the library can get the other
books those two have written. Great, family has overcome a lot!

The Secrets of my Life by
Caitlyn Jenner

I thoroughly enjoyed this book. I enjoyed learning more about
Caitlyn's struggles, her dreams, her goals, and her trials and
tribulations. I look forward to following Caitlyn's journey and I really
hope she writes more books.

Shelli H.

Fierce at Four Foot Two by Terra I really enjoyed this book, I love watching Little Women: LA, but until Shelli H.
I read this book, I had no idea about the experience that Terra has
Jole
received throughout her life. She's been through a lot to get where
she's at today. And I enjoy getting to see her children grow through
her show, and I love that she got such great opportunities in her life.

Sisters, Ink by Rebeca Seitz

Very good book. I am anxious to see how the next book in the series Diane W.
turns out.

Hometown Appetites by Kelly
Alexander

It was about how Clementine liked swimming but she had surgery
and couldn’t swim any more

Hannah G.

Garbage Trucks and Trains by
Rousen

Trains haul people; and coal and oil. Garbage trucks pick up trash.

Nick G.

The Orphan Keeper by Camron
Wright

I really enjoyed this book. I think I had seen a movie (can't remember Judy C.
name) on the same events. It gave an in-depth insight into the
poverty of India. It was very moving to identify with the struggles and
share the joy of his family

Bird Box by Josh Malerman

Creepy but so cool, really good book!

Matt S.

Revelation by Robert B. Parker

Good western. I enjoyed it.

Matt S.

American Gods by Neil Gaiman

Different and long, but interesting. Will read more of his books.

Matt S.

Dragon Teeth by Michael
Crichton

Good solid western. Different than a lot of his books but very fun.

Matt S.
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Twenty-One Days by Anne Perry (A quick, satisfying read.) The cast is in place: Daniel Pitt, lawyer and Charlene R.
man of honor; Blackwell & Mother, perhaps willing to follow their own
code of honor; Kitteridge, servant of the law-1st of all; and, the
woman who knows their own worth; Miriam, scientist and Chemist,
and Sarah, young yet brave. The plot drove readers into the
Edwardian system of law and social manners. Anne Perry wisely
incorporates the memory of beloved Vespasia and husband
Naraway into the plot, and has Thomas and Charlotte tie as to past.
We see Daniel striving to balance duty and love of his family with the
demands of the law. Antigone's questions of morality in Edwardian
dress!

A Pioneer Christmas Collection
by Various Authors

9 books set in the 1800s with various themes. If you enjoy history,
you will like reading.

Deb R.

Macbeth by Jo Nesbo

Lots of action. Political ambition, drugs, crime, manipulating police
officials,, etc. Convoluted plot. Definitely not a quick, easy "summer"
read.

Ginger H.

Dangling By a Thread by Lea
Wait

Another quick, easy read. Different - and refreshing - in that it did not Ginger H.
involve female shop owner, or love interest. Male main character.
Conservation subplot. Nice change of pace.

The Crooked Staircase by Dean
Koontz

Suspenseful, action packed, lots of plot twists. Jane Hawk is back and is as powerful as before.

A Whisper of Bones by Ellen
Hart

Very good. Kept you guessing 'til the end. Engrossing - didn't want to Ginger H.
put it down.

A Howl of Wolves by Judith
Flanders

Sam Clair is back and again involved in helping solve a murder while Ginger H.
continuing her regular job as a book editor. Some tongue-in-cheek
humor makes it a good read.

Murder at Rough Point by
Alyssa Maxwell

Quick, easy read. Does give a glimpse into life in late 1800s - life of Ginger H.
the wealthy, elite, that is. Has some historical details that add a touch
of reality.

Ginger H.

Never Never by James Patterson You gotta love James Patterson. An intriguing book that continues to Jeanine L.
ramp up the action as you get deeper and deeper in. A few plot
twists, but like most James Patterson books, you can kind of see
most of the action coming! Easy reading for relaxing by the pool or at
the beach. Does not require much thought!

After Anna by Lisa Scottoline

Good. Absorbing. Convoluted. Kept you guessing. Just when you

Ginger H.

2018 Adult SRP Book Reviews

Book

Review

Submitted by

thought things were predictable, they weren't.

The Fallen by David Baldacci

Started out fairly typical - murders. But get increasingly complex.
Engrossing. Good for long, hot afternoons you spend indoors.

90 Minutes in Heaven by Don
Piper

I have been wanting to read this book for years. In my recent years, I Olivia S.
have come closer to the Lord and this book jumped out at me, so I
had to read it. I didn't expect the book to use such an outline to
introduce this story but it worked. I think the first hand description of
Heaven would give off more of an Awe but it did raise my suspicions
of what Heaven would be like. I really enjoyed the first chapters of
his recovery in the hospital, lots of emotion there. I didn't like how it
ended, but what are you gonna do? Overall, the book was fantastic
although did not meet my expectations. Would recommend to
anyone who believes or is in the process of wanting to believe.

Need by Joelle Charbonneau

Need is a very interesting read. It seems crazy what people will do to Heather H.
get something they need.

A Lady Like Sarah by Margaret
Brownley

A preacher from Boston and a female accused of helping her
Deb R.
brothers rob trains meet after she and a Marshal taking her in are
ambushed. The predicaments they get in while taking her to the town
she is scheduled to be hung keep you entertained to the very end.

In This Grave Hour by
Jacqueline Winspear

Set in England at the beginning of World War II, the book has
historical aspects. It is the first book from the Maisie Dobbs series
that I have read; however, I didn't seem to need the prior books to
keep with the story. Maisie Dobbs is a female inspector who is
investigating murders related to the first war. I enjoyed the book.

Cynthia O.

The Midnight Line by Lee Child

The latest in the Jack Reacher thrillers, it does not disappoint. I love
how a little thing found becomes a mystery for Reacher to solve.

Cynthia O.

The Sourdough Wars by Julie
Smith

Cute, intriguing mystery that keeps you guessing till the end. Fun
book for summertime reading.

Judy W.

A Trail of Crumbs by Susie
Finkbeiner

This story takes place during the Great Depression. It is from a
Julie M.
child's perception and it was very good. A lot of family dynamics.
Sorrow intermingled with joys. A true-to-life kind of story. I enjoyed it.

The Woman in the Window by
A.J. Finn

Read like a Hitchcock thriller. I'd be willing to read something else by J. E.
this author.

Night Storm by Catherine
Coulter

A female in the 1800s is raised by her father to know about
shipbuilding when it was considered totally inappropriate and how

Ginger H.

Deb R.
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she learned to adjust to society norms when he dies.

The Kill Order by James
Dashner

This book was an amazing prequel, prequel so to say … it answered Robyn L.
a lot of questions regarding the "flare" (the virus addressed in the
original 3 books). It showed how humans destroyed themselves and
connected a backstory to one of the characters. Although the
characters were different, it was a brilliant read.

This was SUCH A GREAT BOOK! Best fiction I've read this year!
Crystal S.
The Book of Unknown
Cristina
tells
the
stories
of
Central
American
immigrants
in
a
way
that
Americans by Cristina Henriquez
was particularly moving and powerful, especially during a time when
immigration is such a hot button issue -- no matter which side of the
issue you fall. Amazing characters, powerful storyline. Must read!

The Trap by Melanie Raabe

Thrilling and couldn't put down!

Beautiful Disaster by Jamie
McGuire

I have to admit this was the 2nd time I have read this book. It's
Julie B.
definitely not for everyone. I have a love hate relationship with Travis
and this story. I have read other reviews that point out the unhealthy
codependent behaviors portrayed in Abby and Travis relationship. I
would not recommend this for young teens. That being said if you
read for pure enjoyment and love a cliche bad boy type book this is a
must read. It kept me on the edge of my chair a second time.
Absolutely loved it. An easy read.

The Buried Giant by Kazuo
Ishiguro

This is a fantasy novel set in post-Arthurian about an elderly couple
who decide they need to go visit a son they haven't seen in years.
They encounter many interesting characters on their journey. A
strange mist in the land has caused people to lose their memories,
so the couple remember very little about their son.

Sister Circle by Nancy Moser,
Vonette Bright

Great Christian fiction story about women's relationships. Authors do Judy W.
a wonderful job of interspersing Scripture verses and characters
prayers throughout the plot. Can't wait to read book 2.

Miriam's Dilemma by Donna
Adee

Great read about early Kansas life especially in Beloit.

Judy W.

Live Wire by Harlan Coben

A thriller that keeps you plugged into fast-moving action.

Robert K.

Hometown Appetites by Kelly
Alexander & Cynthia Harris

I like how Jennie was gone for the day to pick lilacs. Clementine was Hannah G.
going to write Jennie’s recipes in her cookbook. Like triple layered
cake and puffy popcorn.

Trains and Trucks by Dayton

The train goes on rails.Garbage trucks pick up trash.

Kyla J.

Judy K.

Nick G.
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The Baby Plan by Kate Rorick

An adorable mom-to-be, mom of Kids, book to read. I really loved it

Nicole G.

We're going to Need more Wine
by Gabrielle Union

Very funny book. I really enjoyed it. I wonder if she has other books

Shelli H.

Life is Short (No Pun Intended)
by Bill Klein & Sen Arnold

I loved this book, I love this family. I watched every episode, but i
Shelli H.
found out a lot more facts about their childhoods. this is a must read.

Crazy Horse: A Lakota Life by
Kingsley Bray

Great biography of a great historical figure. Good understanding of
the culture and times.

Murder at the Mushroom
Festival by Janet Finsilver

A reporter following someone planning an illegal activity is murdered. Deb R.
How a group solved the murder while still participating in many
events during a several day festival is exciting.

Shallow Grave by Karen Harper

Too many Florida swamp critters for me.

A Vision of Lucy by Margaret
Brownley

A female photographer in the 1800's trying to earn a living and the
Deb R.
scrapes she got into. Plus she meets a mixed breed man and must
determine whether she can adapt to the problems she perceives that
marrying him is worth it.

Gerry C.

Susan K.

Caribbean RIm by Randy Wayne Good adventure, as usual "Bad Guys" escape worst guys and live
happily ever after. Love always works out.
White

Ginger H.

A dangerous game by Heather
Graham

Instant action- abandoned baby, a murdered mom. Action filled.
Different story line. Not the "cozy" so that was interesting

Ginger H.

Antiques wanted by Barbara
Allan

Different coz alternating "Speakers " daughter/man alternate
chapters. Plus daughter "talks" to herself as she narrates, which is
fun.

Ginger H.

Shoot First by Stuart Woods

Good, easy escape read. Rich folks, Damsel in distress being
"rescued," violence hero gets to sleep with client, which of course
was absolutely gorgeous.

Ginger H.

The maze runner: the Scorch
trials by James Dashner

The second book in the series. It continues the adventure in the
desert and it also ends on a cliffhanger.

Bryce R.

Marx's Das Kapital by Francis
Wheen

I am studying Marx and Marxism for a thesis I am writing. Francis
Kandy C.
Wheen's book presents Marx's Das Kapital as a work of literary
genius. It is an interesting perspective on a book that is generally
either valued or hated for its economic theory. The author's
perspective on Marx focuses more on his personal struggles and
friendship with Friedrich Engels. The friendship between Marx and
Engels reminds me of the friendship between Ralph Waldo Emerson
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and Henry David Thoreau.

The Communist Manifesto by
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels

I read this short work for a thesis I am writing. The Communist
Manifesto reflects the passion that ignited one of the most
controversial ideologies in history.

Kandy C.

Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance

This was one of the first books that I read for the summer reading
program, but I am just now writing a review. It has taken me a while
to mull over the information in the book. Vance addresses the
important topic of white poverty. The author discusses his life as a
descendant of what he calls Appalachian hillbillies. While much of
the book contains pleasant yarns, Vance at times seems to idealize
verbal and physical abuse within his family. He sees his
grandparents, whose way of life included such abuses, as heroes. I
have to wonder how different the book would have been had it been
written by his drug-addicted mother.

Kandy C.

Secrets of a Charmed Life by
Susan Meissner

A Young American scholar interviews an elderly woman with WWII in Dorothy B.
England secrets. 'It isn't always a charmed life' and 'wishes don't
come true by wishing' are two phrases used repeatedly. This novel of
sisters, mother and daughters is about how people balance the
scales when their world is tipping. Find out how important fashion
designer sketches can be as the author weaves them through this
story.

Second Sister by Marie Bostwick An accident in her teens left Alice mentally impaired. Her diverse

Dorothy B.

group of friends unite with Alice's sister Lucy as she returns home to
Door County Wisconsin. Lucy finds there is more to life than working
in politics with time for little else.

Dr. Bernstein's Diabetes
Solution: The Complete Guide to
Achieving Normal Blood Sugars
by Richard K. Bernstein, M.D

An extremely comprehensive overview of Type 1 and Type 2
Abigail L.
Diabetes from the viewpoint of both a Doctor and an Engineer. Dr.
Bernstein lays out in simple terms what you need to know, do, and
embrace upon diagnosis of your diabetes. His overarching premise
is simple: normalize your blood-sugars, and you will have a "normal"
life again. His principle of Small Numbers is a breath of fresh air to
those of us that deal with dramatic blood sugar swings and effects of
poor insulin dosing. A must read for anyone who has recently been
diagnosed or has been living with the disease, but does not feel in
control of the disease itself. The book also includes low-carbohydrate
recipes as a starting point for someone desiring to switch to a new
way of eating. While I can't personally vouch for any of the recipes, it
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was a good idea to include them. The book cover reveals that it is a
"National Bestseller." After reading the book, it's easy to see why.

His Cowboy Heart by Jennifer
Ryan

Excellent book about a female veteran suffering from PTSD after
being burned when her vehicle was exploded by an IED and then
shot by insurgents trying to take the supplies they were hauling.

Riverbend Road by RaeAnne
Thayne

A female cop who followed family tradition and the road she followed Deb R.
to finally find true happiness.

The Book of Essie by Meghan
MacLean Weir

This book was a very easy/fast read. I enjoyed it a lot more than I
expected I would.

Angie N.

The Angel of Darkness by Caleb I enjoyed Caleb Carr's The Alienist, but this stands out from the
author's first book in the Dr. Laszlo Kreizler series. This story of a
Carr

Kandy C.

The Outer Cape by James Cobb A family goes from the heights of success to the lows of failure.

Robert K.

His Risk by Shelley Shepard
Gray

An edgy Amish romance.

Susan K.

The Perfect Mother by Aimee
Molloy

The book was good but not excellent. A few times I found myself
Angie N.
having to look back because I was confused about some characters.
The ending was unexpected and had an interesting twist but not
super exciting. I give it a C+

Lady Killer by Lisa Scottoline

I have always enjoyed Lisa's books and this one did not disappoint. I Diane W.
did not realize that "Mary DiNemijo" was a series and must have
missed the second one, so now I need to read that one. The book
itself was spellbinding with lots of surprises all the way to the end.
Good book to read.

Seams Unlikely by Nancy
Zieman

Great read that tells how she grew her business and family despite
many physical hardships. I am amazed more than ever at how one
entrepreneurial woman accomplished all she did. I knew of some
medical issues, but she underwent so much but still succeeded in a
field few thought had much potential! You go girl!!

Deb R.

Christmas Caramel Murder by
Joanne Fluke

A fun mystery.

Susan K.

Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn

Flynn is undoubtedly a masterful wordsmith ... I just wish those

Karen B.

Deb R.

female, murdering psychopath will keep readers on edge. One
warning: do not read before bed. It does result in rather strange
dreams.
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words she wove together weren't such a disturbing story.

Quintana of Charyn by Melina
Marchetta

As the finale to an amazing trilogy Quintana of Charyn does not
Angelica C.
disappoint! Though many of the subjects are dark and there is plenty
treachery, the message is ultimately of hope and redemption. Froi
continues to be one of my favorite characters ever.

West on 66 by James Cobb

Hit the road for mystery, mayhem and even a little love cruising down Robert K.
historic Route 66 in a '57 Chevy.

Disappointment River by Brian
Castner

Detailed history with a dash of modern-day adventure while
searching for the Northwest Passage

The Wright Brothers by David
McCullough

Aviation pioneers, bicycle builders and newspaper publishers --- this Robert K.
is the full story of the Wright Brothers’ trials and tribulation from
Dayton, Ohio, to the world stage

The Reunion by Sara Portman

The Reunion had slow start, but the main characters were both
strong and challenged each other.

Gloria W.

One Summer by Bill Bryson

Lost of interesting history from a brief historic time period- politics,
baseball, aviation, pole-sitting, prohibition and more! Quick read.

Karol C.

The Pale Horse by Agatha
Christie

Christie is my go-to author. Cozy mystery, characters easy to
Diane R.
separate, storyline doesn't get too tangled but does keep me
intrigued. Sometimes I guess "whodunit", sometimes I am surprised.
This one was surprising! A lot of occult references to keep the
spooky right in the mix of everything. I loved how it kept me
guessing! If you need a quick yet engrossing mystery, I recommend
The Pale Horse.

Better Off Read by Nora Page

I liked the concept of this even before I opened it. A "hero" is my age Ginger H.
cohort! A librarian driving a book mobile! Yes! And it was a fun, fast,
easy read. One thing disappointed me. She had a "gentleman
friend". That's really not always necessary - or true to life. It would
have been better to have her totally independent. (Especially at her
age)

Eat Fat, Get Thin by Mark Hyman Ok. I can accept being "overfat", but not overweight. But - the

Robert K.

Ginger H.

solution is to cut WAY back on sugar and carbs (as it ALWAYS
seems to be). I'm left with one question: what about quality of life?

The Plot is Murder by Vin Burns New author. Interesting twist on typical 'cozy'. Main story alternates
with 'story' from a book the main character is writing, set in different
time. Adds a little extra interest.

Ginger H.
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Lost Books and Old Bones by
Paige Shelton

I enjoyed this. Focus on William Burke. William Hare (who killed
people to sell their corpses) - connected to search for their scalpels
etc. I like realistic details - makes story more believable. (Not totally,
of course, since everything works out in the end; unlike "real life".)

Fury by Aaron Allston

This book is a really good instillation to the Star Wars Legacy Series. Benjamin M.
It includes lots of action, with multiple battles going on between Darth
Caedus and the Jedi who confront him and board Anakin Solo. It
moves the plot of the 9 book series along significantly with Caedus
growing in the dark side, Alema Rar being eliminated by her hunters,
and Centerpoint Station being destroyed. It is an action-packed book
that is well worth your time.

Outbound Flight by Timothy
Zahn

Outbound Flight is another masterpiece by Zahn. It details the
account of the outbound flight project, reveals an early sign of the
Yuhzan Vong, and develops Admiral Thrawn as a character. It
includes lots of details on the Chiss Ascendancy, and Thrawn's
tactics as well as his brush with the Republic. It is a great book,
written very well by Timothy Zahn. Any fans of Zahn and his works
should read Outbound Flight.

Reached by Ally Condie

This book was amazing as it was both emotionally deep and had an Robyn L.
interesting plot with the first successful love triangle story I have ever
read. It kept me engaged and gave me a new point of view about
relationships.

I've Got My Eyes On You by
Mary Higgins Clark

Lots of twist & turns. Enjoyable.

Susan K.

Homer Price by Robert
McCloskey

I like all the different chapters about Centerburg and how all the
citizens are always arguing about all sorts of things. I also like the
half realistic half not realistic perspective.

Josiah M.

Her Renegade Rancher by
Jennifer Ryan

Waitress left a ranch by a wealthy man whose family did nothing to
help him during his life. How she deals with their shenanigans while
falling in love is an exciting read!

Deb R.

Ginger H.

Benjamin M.

How to cut your own or anybody Some good practical tips.
else's hair by Bob Bent & Jack
Bozzi

Susan K.

High Tide Club by Mary Kay
Andrews

Pamela C.

A great read with intrigue, mystery, laughter and a story that spans
100 years. Very entertaining.
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Queen Anne's Lace by Susan
Wittig Albert

A plant based mystery. Very interesting.

Second Honeymoon by James
Patterson

Good Mystery. Main character is mourning death of wife - on leave
Janet S.
from the FBI for medical reasons - is hired by a wealthy man whose
son and his wife were killed on their honeymoon. The money and the
bonus was too good to turn down, so he started working on the case.
Another couple is murdered on their honeymoon, and other murders
happen. A female Special agent is hunting a serial killer and the FBI
man and the Special agent end up hunting for the killer. Several
twists and plots make the story different from the regular mystery
storylines.

Rooms by James L. Rubart

Fascinating Christian fiction. Plot has many surprises. Author uses
passages that lead the reader to reflection.

Judy W.

Beyond reasons by Kat Martin

An absolutely great suspenseful romance! I was very impressed!
look forward to the next book in the series! Love it!!

Nicole G.

Bathsheba by Angela Hunt

Biblically accurate as far as events that happened in the Bible.
Fictional as far as what the characters actually felt and said. I
thought it was very interesting. It helped me understand the
relationship between some of the characters of the bible.

Julie M.

Susan K.

Women in the Castle by Jessica A story about women set after World War II in Germany. A different
take on survivors. The women's husbands were all executed for
Shattuck

Cynthia O.

The Hazards of Good Breeding
by Jessica Shattuck

This is a story about a WASP family living in Boston. She looks at
the relationships between parents, children, friends, siblings, and
those involved in relationships. The family is dysfunctional but
somehow gets through many complicated situations. I wasn't too
crazy about the ending but then they can't all be perfect!

Cynthia O.

Walking on Water: Reflections
on Faith and Art by Madeleine
L'Engle

Madeleine L'Engle has such an amazing way with words. Anything
Crystal S.
I've read of hers is so well crafted. The way she writes makes you
read and reread and reflect on her deep thoughts. This book was no
exception. Several deep thoughts I wrote down to reflect on in the
future!

Hidden Figures by Margot
Shetterly

I really liked the detail of the development of the space age and
women's part in it. Also how segregation was interwoven into the
characters’ lives.

being a part of a group who tried to assassinate Hitler. It has lots of
interesting characters and follows through on their lives into old age.
It is a good read.

Judy C.
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The Salina based WWII Army Post trained soldiers and housed
Dorothy B.
POWs 1942-1944. Oakes decided to research and write the book
when he looked for detailed information on the camp he was once a
part of and found nothing written. Surprisingly, many local people do
not know Camp Phillips existed.

The Purloined Puzzle by Parnell Part of a series based on a ridiculous premise with improbable and
unlikely scenarios. However, absurd enough to be entertaining for a
Hay

Ginger H.

Metabolism Revolution by Haylie No sugar ever? Seriously? (My fav food "group") unrealistic.
Pomroy

Ginger H.

A Magical Match by Juliet
Blackwell

I tried this, curious about 'witch' angel. Common storyline....woman
shop owner, boyfriend trouble....all works out in the end. I thought
the 'witch' subplot (she's one) detracted from the story. Like author
kept having to work in spells, astral projection, covens on bus tours
etc. Distracting!

Ginger H.

The Maze Runner by James
Dashner

I liked the book. It kept me on edge the whole time.

Bryce R.

Right Where We Belong by
Brenda Novak

Absolutely loved it!! A real page turner.

Nicole G.

teen read.

The Marshall Us a Wife by Renee A man bent on revenge for the murder of his pregnant wife almost
missed out on a chance for a new life of happiness.
Ryan
Daughter of the Loom by Tracie
Peterson and Judith Miller

Deb R.

I enjoyed this book because the authors kept my interest the whole Karen A.
book through. It was interesting how Lilly had to get a job at the
textile mills and live in a boarding house with her job after her
parents died and her brother left her without funds to survive. She
made friends easily and worked hard at her job. She helped her
boarding house mother cook better and helped her keep her job as a
house mother. Lilly also helped her friend when she got hurt and did
both jobs so her friend would still get paid and not lose her job. The
book had many interesting stories within the story and I liked it that it
made you feel like you were right there living in that time era. I will
look forward to reading the rest of the books in the Bells of Lowell.
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These Tangled Threads by
Tracie Peterson and Judith
Miller

I loved this book. It was about Daughtie; a girl who worked in the
Karen A.
mills in the Massachusetts area and who also believed that everyone
was equal (men and women) and also people of color or people of
different nationalities and religious beliefs. She helped organize a
ladies aid society to make blankets and donate to those less
fortunate. She also got into the aid of helping her friend, Liam (who
was an Irishman who had a good trade of woodwork) that he was
successful in doing work in churches and people's home that could
afford this skill that he learned long ago in Ireland. Lots of Irish came
over to the United States to find work. The Irish were good
hard-working men, Daughtie fell in love with Liam even though
everyone (especially her friend Ruth) thought that people would not
accept a relationship between an Irishman and an American woman.
These authors kept this book suspenseful till the end. I loved this
series and also getting this book from the interlibrary loan so I could
read it. Thanks again.

The Disappeared by CJ Box

Always a good read. Covers topics about today (wind turbines etc)
Ginger H.
And you pick up interesting info and facts, like Shakespeare's use of
falconry terms. Also it’s a series - so can follow characters.

Survival of the Fritters by Ginger New series. Typical-light easy read. Somewhat predictable but great Ginger H.
to have in your purse for when you have to wait somewhere.
Botton
The Broken Girls by Simone St.
James

In some ways typical teen and new book. Add several subplots and a Ginger H.
ghost!- spices it up and makes it atypical. Many teen and new
subplots! Crimes, cops, journalists, war crimes....

Hardcore Twenty-Four by Janet
Evanovich

This is another laugh-out-loud installment in the Stephanie Plum
Judy K.
mystery series. Stephanie is a bumbling bond enforcement agent.
She and her sidekick, Lulu, are always mixed up in hilarious antics
as they try to apprehend fugitives that have skipped their bond. In
this book, they are encountering zombie-like creatures and headless
bodies. On top of that, they are babysitting a boa constrictor for a
fugitive that they turned in.

90 Days by Bill Chegg

Amazing. Best book I've read yet!

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik
Backman

A charming story of a man who knows what's right and always wants Olga S.
to do what's right. Strangers might think he is just an old grump, but
he is filled with kindness and humanity. It is a hilariously funny book
which will make you cry at times. A great read for all ages.

Brenda C.
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Britt-Marie Was Here by Fredrik
Backman

A middle-age woman finds herself at a point in life where everything
familiar disappeared and new things are yet to be found. She
dedicated her life as a homemaker to a man that left her and his
children who no longer need her. With no job, friends, family, or
reason to be anywhere, Britt-Marie embarks on an unexpected
adventure in a run-down little town and meets people who actually
need her. It is a charming, funny, and insightful story of
self-discovery without didactic bore or trivial outcomes.

Olga S.

My Grandmother asked me to
tell you she's sorry by Fredrik
Backman

It's a story of a 10-year-old girl, but it's not a kids’ book. A complex
narratives weaves a tale of a little girl who receives a letter from her
dead grandmother. The crazy grandma makes her grandkid an
ambassador of her apologies to the world, leading the girl on a path
of self-discovery and the discovery of people living around her. The
realistic narrative is peppered with the fairy tales that the crazy
grandma told the kid in the past. Don’t give up reading because it
seems weird or confusing - it all will make sense at the end.

Olga S.

Secret Rage by Charlaine Harris This book was a little dull and definitely lacked the humor and charm Doris S.
the author is well known for. Reading it felt like a chore, and I wonder
if the author felt that while writing it. I would not recommend it. It was
a mystery, and even the reveal of the perpetrator was anticlimactic.
Love most of her work, but this one was a dud!

A Mother's Gift by Charlotte
Hubbard

An Amish woman becomes stepmother to 16-year old twin girls and
a 5-year old son. How they all learn to accept each other during
trying times is a well written love story.

Malala's Magic Pencil by Malala
Yousafzai

It is about a young girl around 16 years old, who was born in
Yolanda A.
Pakistan. Malala loved school. Her mother taught her about helping
others and also taught her to share what they had now. But the
Taliban, a powerful group that began in the nearby country of
Afghanistan believed women should not be educated. They used
violence and fear to get their way. They burned down girls’ schools.
And they made it illegal for women to go shopping. During the day
Malala and her classmates studied and learned. Until one day the
Taliban attacked the school bus after school and shot her. They tried
to silence her. But they failed to stop her. She created the Malala
foundation to help girls everywhere get food and education.

What Should be Wild by Julia
Fine

A creative and dark novel with an interesting concept.

Deb R.

Zoe G.
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The Haven by Suzanne Woods
Fisher

Very good, second book of the Stoney Ridge Seasons series. Hard
for me to put the book down.

Judith S.

The Lesson by Suzanne Woods
Fisher

Third book of the Stoney Ridge Seasons series. Ms Fisher writes in
such a way that I can easily visualize the settings and the people.

Judith S.

Double Fudge Brownie Murder
by Joanne Fluke

A mystery filled with recipes.

Susan K.

Shelter by Harlan Coben

Young Mickey Bolitar needs to find shelter from a lot of things --- his
father's death, his mother's illness, a new high school and lots of
mystery.

Robert K.

Rosie The Riveter Revisited by
Sherna Berger Gluck

The book tells the story of women who took men's jobs during WWII. Janet S.
Able bodied men were drafted into the military. Hundreds of new jobs
were being created to produce items to aid the military. Women who
previously had been housewives suddenly joined the workforce.
They became ship builders, aircraft builders, and many other jobs
men dominated. This book tells of many women's stories of that
period, how their way of life changed, and how the women raised
their daughters. Once the men returned, some companies told the
women thanks, and they were gone. There were so many men
looking for jobs the women were expected to go back to the kitchen
and raise children. This period of time may have been the beginning
of the feminist movement twenty years later.

Sins and Scarlet Lace by Liliana Husband steals $500,000 and makes it look like his wife did it, then
fakes his death. What she goes through and the people who come
Hart

Deb R.

Before the Fall by Noah Hawley

What an interesting book - another quick read for me because I
couldn't put it down. It's more of a character study than a story. I
especially enjoyed the portrayal of pop culture and the media and
how, together, they skew our view on things with no evidence - just
reporting a negative spin on the facts.

Kirstien K.

This Is Me by Chrissy Metz

Very insightful into her life. Good book.

Christine K.

after her to try and retrieve the money is an exciting read.
Warning-explicit sex scenes.
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A Piece of the World by
Christina Baker Kline

Inspired by a Andrew Wyeth painting, the author blends fact and
fiction of burdens and blessings of a family history. The detailed
material culture of a particular time and place follows the human
experience of small life with increasing personal debilitation. My
thoughts keep going back to the character's teacher memo: Your
mind will be your comfort.

Dorothy B.

Sunburn by Laura Lippman

Excellent suspense! The gal just keeps in with trouble. The ending
was a little heartbreaking and surprising. Lippman is a great author
for suspense and keeps the twists and surprises coming.

Cynthia O.

Off Duty by Andrew Coburn

This book came out 38 years ago but it still is a good mystery story.

Robert K.

Uninvited by Lysa Terkeurst

The devil tricks us into shame--he gets into our brain when we are
left out of any situation, or when you're feeling like you're not
enough. This book was a good reminder that to God, we are
ALWAYS enough-God loves us, so we should carry out our lives
feeling loved!

Crystal S.

Hypnobirthing. The Morgan
Method by Marie F. Mongan

I highly recommend this book for any women (and men) preparing
for childbirth. This book came highly recommended to me on a
pregnancy forum. This is my 5th pregnancy, and wow! I wish I had
discovered this book for my first. Marie Mongan helped to pioneer
this method of easing and even eliminating the pain of childbirth
through Hypnobirthing. In this book she teaches about the many
methods of remaining calm and processing and managing the
processes and stages of childbirth. All I've known about childbirth is
pain and trauma. This book has opened my eyes to a new way of
laboring. Even if you're not thinking about an all natural birth, the
techniques taught and discussed in this book can help with pain
management and even be used in everyday life separate of
childbirth.

April M.
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Ina May’s Guide to Childbirth by This book came highly recommended to me on a pregnancy forum. It April M.
is rather graphic in nature, Including photos of the birthing process.
Ina May Gaskin
Ina May is a midwife who encouraged and supports birthing naturally
with minimal to no medical interventions. She promotes and
advocates for the body to do what's it has instinctually known to do
since the beginning of time. The first half of the book is stories of
women Ina May and her fellow midwives have assisted. These
stories are very encouraging and empowering. The second half of
the book is highly educational and informative about the natural
processes of pregnancy and childbirth and the ability of the woman's
body to birth with little to no intervention.This book opened my eyes
to a whole new way of laboring. I will take what I've learned from
these 2 books and apply them not only to childbirth, but in my
everyday life as well. I found these 2 books so informative and
helpful, I ordered them to add to my personal library.

April M.
Preparing for Childbirth by Betty A short and easy read about preparing for childbirth. This book is
very
informative
about
the
many
stages
of
pregnancy
and
childbirth.
Parsons
What I liked most was how it put everything into easy to understand
terms and explanations. Teaches methods of relaxation that can be
used in everyday life.

The Astonishing Thing by Sandi This is a story about a family that’s falling apart. What makes it
unique is that it is narrated by Boo, the cat. Interesting and touching
Ward

Monica D.

The Farmers' Market Mishap by
Wanda & Jean Brunstetter

The 2nd book in a series. This Amish romance was an enjoyable
read with a happy ending.

Susan K.

The Girl who knew too much by
Amanda Quick

Women keep drowning "accidentally" ! How it's related to a famous
movie star takes you on a suspenseful journey l

Deb R.

Crossed by Ally Condie

The book was captivating at the end especially when they left the
reader on a cliff hanger. I enjoy the love triangle because the girl
realizes that she is good friends with both boys, and the plot is a
good dystopian society and one that seems real in a fictional sort of
way. I recommend this series to everyone!

Robyn L.

Someone to Care by Mary
Balogh

Mary Balogh is one of my favorite authors, but I found this book
repetitive.

Gloria W.

perspective.
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Gone by Micheal Grant

An intriguing YA dystopian novel. A mixture of Lord of the flies, the
Stowed, and Heroes. Even though it is a larger book, it was fast
paced and accessible. Recommended to lovers of Ya lit and the
classic dystopian novel.

The Identicals by Elin
Hilderbrand

Set on the elite islands of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket exposed Dorothy B.
me to a different culture. After years of estrangement twins Harper
and Tabitha, who look alike and live differently, trade lives to save
sensitive and emotional family relationships. Twin stories intrigue me
as we have twins in our family.

When Never Comes by Barbara
Davis

Good book. Well written.

Christine K.

Dream Eyes by Jayne Ann
Krentz

Very suspenseful thriller about couple trying to solve the murder of
various acquaintances from paranormal crystals that need no
obvious clues. Not a fast read but keeps you guessing until the end!

Deb R.

Dumb But Lucky! by Richard K.
Curtis

Curtis flew P-51 fighters during WWII. He didn't shoot down any
Danton M.
enemy aircraft in his 51 missions, but he tells an entertaining and
fascinating story. This book starts with his decision to sign up to fly
and his efforts to overcome his own lack of innate ability, along with
his reckless behavior, which often leads to dangerous predicaments.
A thread running through the novel is his love for "Myrt," to whom he
desperately hopes to return after he completes his required
missions. Well worth your time if you're interested in World War II in
the air.

A great novella (read: SHORT!) by Stephen King and a friend. It's
Gwendy's Button Box by
Stephen King & Richard Chizmar quick paced with its snappy little chapters. Loaded with metaphors,

Amauale l.

Kirstien K.

focusing in on choices and mystery, this is a really quick read and
recommended if you want to read some Stephen King without the
commitment!

Miss Subways by David
Duchovny

I loved this book and couldn't put it down! The story is quirky in style Kirstien K.
and substance and makes an interesting read. What is unique about
Duchovny's style is the humour he employs. He spares nothing and
smartly paints a satire of society, its beliefs, practices,
self-importance and whatnot! Miss Subways is the tale of Emer, a
schoolteacher whose seemingly mundane life takes a twist when she
encounters a mythical creature. What follows is a tale that is part
sci-fi, part fantasy with a generous helping of romance and its share
of happily-ever-after concepts.
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Princess Addison Gets Angry by I like this book because it's about a princess. I like it when she
becomes happy at the end of the book and is playing with the dogs.
Molly Martin

Grace L.

The Poisonwood Bible by
Barbara Kingsolver

A missionary story gone awry. A long and twisting tale of a
missionary family with a dictator-like father who is intent on
converting and baptizing people of the Congo in the 1950's. Things
don't work out so well for them.

Anel M.

The Hunt for the Colosseum
Ghost by Geronimo Stilton

The ghost was a robot and Geronimo fought the robot in the
Ben G.
Colosseum. What I liked about the book was that there was a double
story.

Don't Let Go by Harlan Coben

Surprise twist and turns to the very end!

Robert k.

